
1st Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2024 

 

 

 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

 

Introduction 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that expectation 
finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a 
“righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly 
await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and 
supper. 

 
Prelude “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” ........................................ Arr. Phillip Kern 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “People, Look East” ........................................................... ELW 248 

 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In this season of looking for light, let us go before God and confess how our words 

and actions contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of Love and Light, 

We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.   

We shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others  

while trying to keep our own sins hidden in the dark.   

We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and judgmental.   

We inflame others by lashing out in anger.   

We go through our days enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt.   

We let our witness become a smoldering ember  

until it dies out completely. 

Forgive us Jesus, the Everlasting Light.   

Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.   

Teach us to walk as children of light,  

surrounded by your love, forgiveness and healing.   

We ask this in the name of Christ.   

Amen. 

God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us 

from all sin. 

Amen. 
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*Kyrie 

 

 
*Advent Wreath Litany 

L: We gather this day to light the first candle of our Advent journey. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 
exile here until the Son of God appear. 

As the light shines and the darkness cannot overcome it, we trust in the hope of the 
One to come through whom we cultivate love for one another, our neighbors, and for 
God. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us 
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
Special Music “Waiting” ............................................................................. Jay Althouse 
Performed by Kent and Ardi Mickelson 
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First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 

L: The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause 

a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

L: How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you?  Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 

to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 

And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 

just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 

that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all his saints. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

  Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 

sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 

near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 

like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at 

all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 

take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” ................................. ELW 246 
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*The Apostles’ Creed 

L: Let us declare our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 

long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming. Fill your 

church with renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our relationships 

with other Christians and other faith traditions in our local community and across the 

world. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us sense your 

goodness and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the 

roaring sea and quiet breeze. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 
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God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers. Give leaders 

and all in authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage efforts to enact policies that 

benefit the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are 

changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sustain 

those who are ill or suffering. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and the 

names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now…  In times of change, remind us of 

your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one another. 

Inspire us to seek new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of thought 

and identity in our communities. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died. Tend to our grief 

and sorrow with renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 

the name of Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 

 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 
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Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 

www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 

 
 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 

God of Light, our world is a very dark place.  Therefore, we offer the gifts of 

ourselves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the 

world aglow with your loving presence.  May our offerings continue to shine 

brightly before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you.  

We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God 

saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient 

times God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a 

pillar of fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire burning in the Temple 

to remind us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished. 

     Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became 

flesh and lived among us. We have seen his glory shining in our world, full of grace 

and truth. Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but to 

put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our lights burning brightly, we 

now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light: 

 
*Holy, Holy, Holy 
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*Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.  

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Communion Invitation 

P: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 

 
Lamb of God 

 
Communion 
 
Communion Music “O Worship the King”  

“Come, Thou Almighty King” ............................................................. Arr. Phillip Keveren  
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*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well 

through the bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in all the 

dark places of our world with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in your holy 

name. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 

God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Sending Song: “The King Shall Come” ......................................................... ELW 260 

 

*Dismissal 

L: Go in hope. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude 
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