
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 19, 2025 

 

 

 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

 

Introduction 

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift 

of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the 

rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s 

Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 

 
Prelude “I Love to Tell the Story” ................................................. arr. by Phillip Keveren 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
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*Gathering Song: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” .................................. ELW 310 

 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of 

life. 

Amen. 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess 

our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 

We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 

we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 

we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. 

Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 

that we may live in Christ’s ways. 

Amen. 

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I 

have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, 

you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of 

God. 

Amen. 

 

 



3 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many 
to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his 
people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together 
in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
Choir Anthem “Classic Praise” ............................................................ Benjamin Harlan 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 

L:  For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
  You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
  and your land Married; 
 for the LORD delights in you, 
  and your land shall be married. 
  For as a young man marries a young woman, 
  so shall your builder marry you, 
 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
  so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

L:  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed.  You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to 
idols that could not speak.  Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by 
the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” 
except by the Holy Spirit. 
   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord;  and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
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who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good.  To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: John 2:1-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
 



6 
 

  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You” ..................................... ELW 312 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 
and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 

L: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Giver of gifts, you form each member of the church to serve. Inspire us to boldly use 
gifts of welcome and healing, service and teaching, leading and preaching, for the sake 
of your work in the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Refuge of all creation, you place all the living under the shadow of your wings. Lead us 
in ways that tend to the needs of living things whose lives and habitats are being 
destroyed. We especially pray for all of the living found in the midst of the fires in 
California, and those trying to survive in toxic conditions and find new homes where 
they will be safe and cared for. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 

Voice of the oppressed, you call prophets throughout time. We remember the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., a voice for racial and economic justice and for peace. Guide our 
nation in continuing to heed your prophetic call. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God of steadfast love, as Jesus celebrated at Cana, nurture marriages and 
relationships in mutual care; in times of separation or divorce hold tenderly broken 
hearts and broken dreams. Be present to all who are sick, grieving or in any need. We 
especially pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in 
our hearts now… God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Spirit of peace, celebrating this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray for 
neighboring congregations and ministry sites. Nurture our shared commitment to 
embody Jesus’ love, justice, and healing. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Wellspring of life, in living and dying we trust in you. We give thanks for the saints. 
Guide us in our living until, at last, we rest in you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise 
is revealed among the people. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share signs of peace with one another. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the 
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, 
and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 
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you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 
revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

*Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.  
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 
Communion 
 
Communion Music “Beautiful Saviour” ............................................... arr. by Lorie Line 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the 
joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to 
your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
*Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song: “What Feast of Love” ............................................................ ELW 487 
 
*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” .............. arr. by Phillip Keveren 
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