
 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

 

April 20, 2025 
Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together 
with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ 
is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are 
amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 

Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a 

communion server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Prelude   

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” ................................................................. arr. Anderson 

“Easter Alleluia” ......................................................................................... arr. Steinberg 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Call to Worship   

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

*Easter Morning Litany 

P: This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. God’s mercy endures forever! 

Christ has risen from the dead, alleluia!  

Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free.  

Christ has risen from the dead, alleluia! 

The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. 

Because he lives, we shall live also. 

Making a joyful noise 

Let us proclaim the good news! 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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*Gathering Song: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” ............................................ ELW 365 
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Please be seated. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

P: Welcome to you all! Whether you are visiting, come here often or rarely, we have all 
gathered to receive good news. That is what we boldly proclaim today: in the midst of 
all that brings us down, we can look up in this moment and know that we are not alone 
and that life and love wins.  

Three days had passed. The women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, according 
to custom. No doubt the journey to the tomb was heavy. Perhaps they approached with 
heads lowered in defeat and grief. But then they looked up and it changed their lives. 
The barrier that they thought would be there was gone and what they discovered 
instead was life. Will we look up? Will we look up from our complacency, apathy, fear 
and depression about “the way things are” and be filled with the promise of new life 
and hope yet again? Will we be part of the raising up of humanity? We can say yes to 
this, for Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Prayer of the Day 

L: Let us pray: 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and 
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 
share with Christ, and help us to look up and grow as your people toward the 
fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43  

L: Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ — he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to 
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name."  

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

L:  If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

  But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has 

also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 

Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who 

belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 

Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must 

reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Canticle  

Chancel Choir: “Gaelic Alleluia” ....................................................... arr. Craig Courtney 

-Choir Director: Jon Novak; Piano: Carol Novak and Sharon Eller; Tambourine: Steve Jordon 

 

*Gospel: Mark 16:1-7 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark, the 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying 

to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" 

When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been 

rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, 

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be 

alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 

raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he 

told you."  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ................................................................................ Pr. Becky Sells 

Children may also put their offering in the noise jar at this time. 

 

Sermon .................................................................................................. Pr. Becky Sells 
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Hymn of the Day: “The Day of Resurrection!” ................................................. ELW 361 
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*Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the 

good news of Christ’s resurrection. Bless mission developers and new ministries, that 

their work will plant seeds that flourish. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and 

mountains with life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in all 

that grows this season. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new 

hope for peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are 

steadfast in their commitment to justice and transformation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or 

food, and those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who are 

fearful, ill, or grieving. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and the names of 

those we lift up to you in our hearts now…God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to look up 

and be up to something good in our community, and our world. Give us the courage to 

boldly share your love for all people beyond our walls. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our 

beloved dead. Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all the 

saints at the heavenly banquet. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 

with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 

 

Offering 

 

Chancel Choir: “Wake the Jubilation” ...................................................... Rollo Dilworth 

If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the plate located in the back of the sanctuary or 

give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org.  

 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these 

gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us 

with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.  

Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

*Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 

of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Raise us up as 

the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with 

justice, peace and love. 

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Come. All are welcome! 
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Distribution Hymns: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!” ..................... ELW 369 
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“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ......................................................... ELW 367                                                                       
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*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have lifted us up and put gladness in our 

hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your 

love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*Blessing 

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

*Sending Song: “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!” ..................................................... ELW 382 
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*Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude “Rejoice, the Lord is King” ....................................................... arr. Weitekamp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

Text: Paul Z Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623 

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission CCLI License #3067941and One License No. A-732551 
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We give thanks to the following people who provided spring plants 

for the beautification of the sanctuary today! 

 
Doug & Cathy Aden in honor of family  

Doug & Karen Armitage in memory of our parents 

Jesse & Pat Brewer in memory of our parents 

Ruth & Chad Christensen in memory of Dale Foster and Emily Christensen 

Paul Christenson and Carissa, Payton and Josh Combes in memory of Deb Christenson 

Kathy Christiansen in memory of Ann & Alvin Christiansen 

Joe & Jackie Combes in honor of Josh, Carissa & Payton and in memory of Jason 

Gwen & Aaron Edwards and Ariel Frey in memory of John Edwards 

Judy & Dave Egr in honor of Flo Egr and in memory of Richard Egr and in memory of CH & 
Klara Strand 

Gary Krause & Amy Kragnes in memory of our moms 

Brian & Deb Lund in memory of parents, Otto & Leona Piehl, and Orval & Helen Lund 

Todd & Lisa Meyer in memory of Shirley Papenhausen and Merlin Meyer 

Karen & Paul Mullen in memory of Karen’s parents, Inez & Gehard Erickson 

Harry Naasz in gratitude for the organists, choir, and all our musicians! 

The Novak and Rich families in memory of our mothers and grandmothers 

Rose & Doug Roberts in memory of our parents & grandparents 

Darrell & Pat Wineinger  

Connie Walther  

Joan Wellensiek Witt to the Glory of God 

In honor of Dreamers & those deported without due process 

Tai Chi Group in honor of Deb Lund 

Tai Chi Group in honor of Joan Wellensiek Witt 


