The 274 Sunday after Pentecost
June 22, 2025

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable

Introduction

This Sunday'’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated celebration
of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until he
comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of *how much God has done for you.”

Welcome to Worship at Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
t0 402493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!

Prelude “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”............ccccccccovvvveeunnnn.. Wyeth/Berry
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell



*Gathering Song: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ......................
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a
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lib - er - at-ing light;

strong yet gen-tle word;

3 Praise the one true love in - car- nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-"ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.

praise the One who drove out de - mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ty dread dis -case,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev-’ry land.
Praise the one re -deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part I, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Gracious God, left to ourselves we have taken matters into our own hands and,
despite our best intentions, we have made a mess of things: our lives, the lives of
others, and of your creation. In humility and with sorrow we confess.

Silence is kept for reflection.

We have caused hurt by what we have thought, said, and done.
We have looked away from injustice.

We have remained silent in the face of wrong.

We have done wrong.

Do not stand far off, O God.

Hear us when we call.

Enter into our conflicted and anxious lives and set things right.

In Christ, God has set things right and forgiven your sins. God sent the Word made
flesh to mend what is broken, to heal what is sick, to find what is lost, and to remove
every obstacle that stands between us and God.

Amen.

FHYMN Of PraiSe .ooovviiiiii e The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 5

*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy
set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is
evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.



First Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-4 [5-7] 8:-15a

L: Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets
with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do
to me, and more also, if | do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time
tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba,
which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord,
take away my life, for | am no better than my ancestors.” [Then he lay down under the
broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up
and eat.” He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second
time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much
for you.”] He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty
days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and
spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,

Elijah?” He answered, “| have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “| have been very zealous for the Lord, the God
of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29

L: Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that
we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to
a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Verse (General) .....cooooveeiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 12

*Gospel: Luke 8:26-39

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 8" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do
not torment me”—for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man.
(For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains
and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the
abyss.

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons
came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and was drowned.

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they
came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet
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of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all
the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for
they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So
he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon.....................cccccoeiiiiiiiii e Rev. Becky Sells
Y= 110 T Rev. Becky Sells
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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*Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of
the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love.
Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the planet including our
companion synod partners from the Northern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania and the United Evangelical, Lutheran Church in Argentina and
Uruguay and Christians in our community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid uncertainty,
inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight in the well-being of
your creation: farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatchers, conservationists,
scientists, advocates, and policy makers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression, bring
peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence. When people must
flee their homes, guide them to safety. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain, accompany
all who are sick. We also pray for those on our prayer list and the names of those we
lift up to you in our hearts now... Give perseverance to each of us living with mental
iliness, and shield us from discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any other
human distinction. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one. Weave
among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person gathered here, and
enliven our proclamation of how much you have done for us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Keep them in your
peace, comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. As we remember their faith and
witness, may we trust your promise that we are yours forever. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.

Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.

OFf@ITONY e The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 16



*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray. Merciful God,

strengthen us for work in the world, that all may come to know your grace and
love. We offer to you ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use them as you
will. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You, O God, create and sustain all that we see, all that we touch, all that we taste. You
have blessed your people through all time with good gifts: gifts of kindness and
compassion, gifts of celebration and silence. You sent your Son, Jesus Christ, the best
gift of all, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, to experience our life and suffering,
reaching out to us with your love, washing away our sins.

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat. this is my body, given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.



Communion Invitation
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, all are welcome.

Lamb Of GOd.....ccoiviiiiiii e The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 24
Communion Music “As We Gather at Your Table”............ccccccccooveueennnn.n. arr. Callahan
“‘My God, and Is Thy Table Spread”............................ arr. Callahan

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Loving God, we give you thanks for this gift of yourself. Unite us with all those you
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Benediction

P: Almighty God, Creator, -+ Redeemer, and Comforter, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Post-Communion Song of Rejoicing..........ccceeeeeennne... The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 27

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “How Can | Keep from Singing?”............ccoviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiinn, arr. Lorie Line

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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