
The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
June 29, 2025 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is 

freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned 

by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 

 

 

Prelude  “Here I Am, Lord” ....................................................... D. Schutte/L.E. Wasson 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Welcome to Worship at Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 

Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 
Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 
Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion 

server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 



2 
 

*Gathering Song: “Will You Come and Follow Me” ......................................... ELW 798 
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*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Gracious God, left to ourselves we have taken matters into our own hands and, 

despite our best intentions, we have made a mess of things: our lives, the lives of 

others, and of your creation. In humility and with sorrow we confess. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

We have caused hurt by what we have thought, said, and done.  

We have looked away from injustice.  

We have remained silent in the face of wrong.  

We have done wrong.  

Do not stand far off, O God.  

Hear us when we call.  

Enter into our conflicted and anxious lives and set things right. 

In Christ, God has set things right and forgiven your sins. God sent the Word made 

flesh to mend what is broken, to heal what is sick, to find what is lost, and to remove 

every obstacle that stands between us and God. 

Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Praise .............................................................. The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 5 

 

*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with 

true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all 

that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

Special Music “Nessun Dorma” by Puccini ...................................... Pat Soares, soloist 
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First Reading: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

L:  Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall 

anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 

Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.” 

  So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There 

were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by 

him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me 

kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go 

back again; for what have I done to you?” He returned from following him, took the 

yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled 

their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, 

and became his servant. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

L:  For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to 

a yoke of slavery. 
 

   For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom 

as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 

another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care 

that you are not consumed by one another. 
 

   Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the 

flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the 

flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you 

want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of 

the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 

strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, 

and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 

things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 

  By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Verse (General) ............................................... The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 12 

 

*Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 9th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village 

of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his 

face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 

“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 

them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. 

  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 

you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he 

said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead 

bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another 

said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus 

said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom 

of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ........................................................................ Rev. Heather Goertz 

 

Sermon .......................................................................................... Rev. Heather Goertz 
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Hymn of the Day: “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” ..................................... ELW 818 
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*Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of 

the church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of your 
peace. Emboldened by the witness of Christians throughout history, send us to 
proclaim your reign come near. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, the 
pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of the rich 
inheritance you have given us in the natural world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and unable to be 
shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen and respond to the 
people they govern. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and 
shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. We also pray for those on 
our prayer list and the names of those we lift up to you in our hearts now…Bring any 
who are sick into your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our 
congregation’s ministries and Lutheran Campus Ministries in Omaha. Set our faces 
always on you, that we might live in the freedom to which you have called us. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful departed. Let us rejoice 

that you do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life.  

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Amen. 

 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 
Please be seated. 

 

Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 

www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 

 

Offertory ........................................................................ The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 16 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God,  

strengthen us for work in the world, that all may come to know your grace and 

love. We offer to you ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use them as you 

will. Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

You, O God, create and sustain all that we see, all that we touch, all that we taste. You 

have blessed your people through all time with good gifts: gifts of kindness and 

compassion, gifts of celebration and silence. You sent your Son, Jesus Christ, the best 

gift of all, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, to experience our life and suffering, 

reaching out to us with your love, washing away our sins. 

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat. this is my body, given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,  

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Communion Invitation 

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, all are welcome. 

 

Lamb of God .................................................................. The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 24 

 

Communion Music “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” ..... H. Percy Smith/L.E. Wasson 

 

Communion 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Loving God, we give you thanks for this gift of yourself. Unite us with all those you 

love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: Almighty God, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Comforter, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Post-Communion Song of Rejoicing .......................... The Lord of Love Liturgy, p. 27 

 

*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude “Variation from Organ Concerto No. 1” ...................................... Handel/Trevor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 
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Thank You to Pastor Heather for being with us from Campus Ministries in Omaha today! 

The mission of NeLCM is to invite people in academic settings into Jesus Christ and the 

community which bears His name, so that all may discover and fulfill their vocation as 

disciples. Together we, inspire, connect, and equip campus ministry to transform the world 

through God’s abundant grace.  

Campus Ministry Omaha Wish List: protein bars, ramen noodles, prayer boxes and fun socks 

(Dollar Tree.com for ideas). Contact pastorheather@st-timothys.com for more conversation. 
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