
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 3, 2025 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the 

“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who 

have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our 

thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper 

and the encouragement of God’s word. 

 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 
Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 
Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion 

server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Prelude:  Chorale Prelude “Jesus Priceless Treasure” .................... Zachau/C.H. Trevor 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Gathering Song: “At the Name of Jesus” ...................................................... ELW 416 

 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of ☩ 

Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with 

Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 

 

*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach 

us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure 

what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14: 2:18-23 

L: Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 

  I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. I applied my mind to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that 

God has given to humans to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under the 

sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 

 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 

my successor, and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be 

master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is 

vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors 

under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge 

and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is 

vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they 

toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even 

at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 

L:  So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on the things that are above, not on 

the things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 

in glory. 

  Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of 

God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once 

followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things: 

anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to 

one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have 

clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according 

to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 

circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is 

all and in all! 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told 

them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to 

himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will 

do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 

your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 

be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 

God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
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Hymn of the Day: “Faith Begins by Letting Go” ............................................. ACS 1004 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
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was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and 
pray for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an 
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to 
everyone. Br present with us in enacting and exploring the words of the church that 
happened at the Churchwide Assembly this week, and be with our new presiding 
Bishop Yehiel Curry. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, 
winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, 
insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and 
peace. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness 
and grief, pain and fear. We also pray for those on our prayer list and the names of 
those we lift up to you in our hearts now…  Give strength to those who give care, and 
equip them with compassion as they make your love known. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the 
work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in 
our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes 
unnoticed. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us 
wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the 
world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 

 

Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 
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*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray.  

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 

Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 

Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our 

communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  
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*Holy, Holy, Holy 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. 

Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey 

with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you 

and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to 

praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory.  



11 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Communion Invitation 

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion 

 

Communion Music: “More Love to Thee” ................................................. Doane/Fettke 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of 

life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
*Sending Song: “Lead Me, Guide Me” ............................................................ ELW 768 
 

*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Postlude: “O Magnify the Lord” ............................................................... Tunney/Pethel 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 


