
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 28, 2025 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are 

aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the 

snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can 

free us from the death grip of greed. 

 

 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 
Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 
Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion 

server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Prelude “Vesper Hymn” ........................................................................... Douglas Court  

“Simple Gifts” ........................................................................................... Douglas Court 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Gathering Song: “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ................................. ELW 729 

 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, 

yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. 

We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 

We reject your abundance, 

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, 

and bring us to new life. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us 

with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem: “How Do We Give Thanks” ................................................. Lee Dangler 
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First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

L:   Woe to those who are at ease in Zion 
  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 
 

 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 
  and lounge on their couches 
 and eat lambs from the flock 
  and calves from the stall, 
  who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 
  and like David improvise on instruments of music, 
  who drink wine from bowls 
  and anoint themselves with the finest oils 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
  Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

L: Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, for we 
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, but if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 
eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pains. 
 

  But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and 
of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can 
see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
  As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
*Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  [Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 

covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s 

table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was 

carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 

buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 

mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 

for I am in agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 

your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but 

now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us 

a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you 

cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, 

to send him to my father’s house for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so 

that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have 

Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but 

if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not 

listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 

from the dead.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Hymn of the Day: “When Our World Is Rent by Violence” ............................. ACS 1052 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
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and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful to the gospel, always striving to 
serve the needs of those who are oppressed and rejecting the complacency that 
comes from wealth. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

We pray for creation, that the nations work together to protect and restore the earth, 
preserving the beauty of the planet for future generations and honoring the gift of your 
creation. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

We pray for those in positions of authority, that they govern with justice and 
compassion, recognizing the dignity of all people and working to promote peace and 
prosperity for all. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

We pray for people in any need, we especially pray for those on our prayer list and 
those whose names and needs we lift up now... Give them your assurance and 
courage when the path forward is not clear. Liberate us from all that binds us, lift us up 
when we are bowed down, and show us your love. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

We pray for this congregation, that we would be strengthened to build a world where all 
can thrive. Help us to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
so that we might take hold of the life that is really life rooted in your love. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. Inspire us by their example to love 
and serve our neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. 
Amen. 

 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 

 
Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 
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*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray.  

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 

provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 

and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*Words of Institution 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming 

in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity 

we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 

him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Communion Invitation 

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not 

perish, a taste of life eternal. 

 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Music “In Christ Alone” ................................................... Robert Redhead 

 

Communion 

 

 



12 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the 

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Sending Song: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” .................................. ELW 536 
 
*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude “Whosoever Heareth” ............................................................ Robert Redhead 
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