Reformation Sunday
October 26, 2025

N

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable
Introduction

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out
the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ
sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism,
we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!




Prelude “A Mighty FOIMreSS” .........o o Baldwin
1. Luther 2.JC Bach 6. Praetorius

Announcements

Ringing of the Bell
*Gathering Song: “The Church’s One Foundation”..............cccc.cccooeviviiiinennnnnn. ELW 654

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,

yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression

and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises.
We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,  in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.



*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Please be seated.

Choir Anthem: ‘Mighty FOMIress” ... e Mark Hayes
Steve Jordon — Timpani, Luke Compton - Percussion

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

L: The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 3?1t will not be like the covenant that |
made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says

the LorD. 3 But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the LorbD: I will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts, and
| will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3 No longer shall they teach one
another or say to each other, “Know the LoRD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LoRD, for | will forgive their iniquity and
remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

L: Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by
the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed,; it
was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous
and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of
works? No, rather through the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: John 8:31-36

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiic e Rev. Becky Sells
Y] 1 1o ] o [P Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Dearest Jesus, At Your Word”...........coceiveviiiiiiiiineceeinn, ELW 520
The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.

Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your word.
Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the uniting
and transforming power of the gospel. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those who
work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered species
throughout the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm on
your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our
politicians with a common mission and purpose. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are
incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment insecurity,
oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill. We especially pray for those on
our prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift up now.... Be our stronghold
at all times. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and
reconciliation between people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our
community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we have caused one another. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.



We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us hope in
your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.

Blessing of the Quilts

We begin with a recognition of those who have helped make the quilts throughout this
year.

Please place your hands on a quilt around you as we pray.

P: God of love, we thank you for the beauty of the thread and cloth that have been
sewn together with love by our dedicated quilting group. God bless the hands of those
who give of their time to create these quilts, those who will pack and ship them, and
those who will help deliver them and share your love with our neighbors all over the
world.

C: For the many hands and hearts working together to share your love through
these quilts, we give you thanks.

P: May your loving presence accompany the quilts to the people and places where
they are needed. May the quilts be received as a blessing that reflects the love and
hope we ourselves know and find in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: May these quilts shine with your loving presence, bless and warm the hearts
and lives of those who will receive them, and be an extension of your love and
hope reaching out to our neighbors reminding them that they are not alone

in their struggles. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



Thankofferings/Offering Time
-A word of introduction about Thankofferings...
Thankoffering gifts can be brought forward and put into the basket up front.

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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http://www.lord-of-love.org/

*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering
and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not
perish, a taste of life eternal.

Lamb of God
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Communion Music “How Deep the Father’s Love for US”...........ccccccovuiiievnnnnn... Kellner

Communion
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*Post-Communion Prayer

P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask
this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the
Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you + and grant you a
faithful and courageous heart now and forever.

Amen.

*Sending Song: “A Mighty FOMress” ... ELW 504

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

POSEHIUAE “PraiS@ HimmI” ... e e e /Gott

Give Thanks

Text: Henry Smith

Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), All rights reserved. International © secured.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A732551. All rights reserved.
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