
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 5, 2025 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous 

potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in 

holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. 

Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 
Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 
Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion 

server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Prelude “Faith of Our Father’s” .......................................................... Henry/A. M. David 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Gathering Song: “Founded By Faith” ........................................................... ACS 1048 
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*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, 

yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. 

We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 

We reject your abundance, 

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, 

and bring us to new life. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love 

our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem: “How Do We Give Thanks” ................................................. Lee Dangler 
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First Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

L:   The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

 I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

L: Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 
  To Timothy, my beloved child: 
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

  I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I 
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am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is 
within you through the laying on of my hands, for God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
  Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, who saved us and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. 
But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure 
that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. Hold to the 
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit living in us. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
*Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

  “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 

tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? Would 

you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me 
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while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing 

what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to 

do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Baptized in Water” ............................................................ ELW 456 

 

Holy Baptism for Zoey Margaret Rowen 

Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227) 
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for 
the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors present the candidates: 

P: Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism? 

Sponsors respond: We present Zoey Margaret for baptism. 

 

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have your child baptized into Christ? 

Parents respond: We do. 

 

P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with her among God's faithful people, 

 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

 so that she may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 

 



9 
 

Parents, Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents respond: I do. 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Sponsors respond: I do. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Zoey and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? 

Assembly responds: We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Parents/Sponsors respond: I renounce them. 
 

(All respond to next questions.) 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended into hell.  

On the third day He rose again; 

He ascended into heaven, 

He is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

Thanksgiving at The Font 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. Amen. 

 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 

baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 

resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 

you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 

the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Baptism 

P: Zoey Margaret, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

Sustain Zoey Margaret with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Zoey Margaret, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome  

L: Jesus said, let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ  

and into the mission we share:  

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative  

and redeeming word to all the world 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the 
gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith 
the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable 
weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in 
the field. Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, 
safety, and joy. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and 
people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries 
affected by war and violence. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, 
and poor. Come to the help of all in need, we especially pray for those on our prayer 
list and those whose names and needs we lift up now.... Help us to trust that you will 
come to us at the right time. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 



12 
 

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. We ask that you would help us to 
continue to nurture the faith of our little ones, such as Zoey. Thank you for those of all 
ages who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the 
seeds of faith watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. May the 
faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 
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Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray.  

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 

provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 

and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*Words of Institution 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming 

in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity 

we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 

him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not 

perish, a taste of life eternal. 

 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Music “How Firm a Foundation” ....................................... arr. A. M. David  
 
Communion 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the 

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ................................................ ELW 759 
 
*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude “The Foundation” ............................................................... arr. Bonnie Barrett 
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