
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
November 16, 2025 

 

 Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is 
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for 

the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the 
apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 

 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 

Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 
Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 
Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 
Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion 

server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Prelude “He Is Exalted/Praise Him! Praise Him!” ................. arr. Susan Naylor Callaway 
 
Announcements 
 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Ministry Moment  - Brandon Hansen 

 

*Gathering Song: “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” .......................... ELW 327 

 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, 

yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. 

We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 

We reject your abundance, 

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, 

and bring us to new life. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 

 

*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Choir Anthem: “A New Song to the Lord” ................................................ Eugene Butler 
   Leah Bessmer - Violinst 
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Psalm: Psalm 98 

L:  Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done  marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have  won the victory. 
 O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the    
earth. 
 The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  
 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of 

Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the 
community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to 

work. 

Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 

tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 

us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s 

bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we 

might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right but in 

order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you 

this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you 

are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we 

command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 

own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 



5 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

*Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said,  “As for these things that you see, the days 
will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 

   They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 
about to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
   “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must 
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 1Then he said to them, “Nation 
will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom;  there will be great earthquakes 
and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and 
great signs from heaven. 
   “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors because of my name.  This will give you an opportunity to testify.  So make 
up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, for I will give you words and a 
wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.  You will be 
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some 
of you to death.  You will be hated by all because of my name.  But not a hair of your 
head will perish.  By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
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Hymn of the Day: “When You Are Tested” ..................................................... ELW 922 

 

Holy Baptism for Colten Christopher Hronek and Nicholas Christopher Todd 
Hronek 
 

Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227) 
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for 
the life of the world. 
 

P: Nicholas Christopher Todd, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love 

of God, do you desire to be baptized in Christ? 

Nicholas: I do. 

 

Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism? 

Sponsors respond: We present Colten Christopher for baptism. 

 

Parents, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire 

to have your child baptized into Christ? 

Parents respond: We do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God's faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that he may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 
 

Parents, Do you promise to help him grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents respond: We do. 
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Sponsors, do you promise to nurture him in the Christian faith as you are empowered 

by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 

the church? 

Sponsors respond: We do. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Colten and Nicholas and pray for them in 

their new life in Christ? 

Assembly responds: We do. 
 

Profession of Faith 
 

I ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended into hell.  

On the third day He rose again; 

He ascended into heaven, 

He is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving at The Font 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 

the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led 

your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 

John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection 

you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 

the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Baptism 

Nicholas Christopher Todd, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

Colten Christopher, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Wrap them in prayer shawls. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
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(Laying on of hands upon Nicholas) 

Sustain Nicholas Christopher Todd with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Nicholas Christopher Todd, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

(Laying on of hands upon Colten) 

Sustain Colten Christopher with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Colten Christopher, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

with the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 
 

Welcome  
Candles are lit by liturgist.  

L: Jesus said, let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. (Applause and walking down the aisle.) 

We welcome you into the body of Christ  

and into the mission we share:  

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative  

and redeeming word to all the world 

 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the 
gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on 
righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty 
power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places 
experiencing natural disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in 
crisis. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law 
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of 
care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are 
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, 
and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of 
any kind. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names and 
needs we lift up now...Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for 
compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage 
your people in building equitable community where all are valued. We especially pray 
for Nick and Colten who were baptized today and pray for their new lives in Christ, and 
as members to Lord of Love, that they may know they are valued and welcome here. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the 
faithful. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Offering 

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray.  

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 

provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 

and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
 
 

http://www.lord-of-love.org/
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*Words of Institution 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming 

in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity 

we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 

him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Communion Invitation 

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not 

perish, a taste of life eternal. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Music “Just As I Am” .......................................................... arr. Lorie Line 

 

Communion 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask 

this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 
*Benediction  

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the 

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
*Sending Song: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ...................................... ELW 597 
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*Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Ringing of the Bell 

 
Postlude “Immortal, Invisible” ........................................................... arr. Phillip Keveren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A732551. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


