Christ the King Sunday
November 23, 2025

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable
Introduction

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the
execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be
crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate
of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!




Prelude “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” (Prelude & Fugue) .............. arr. Bob McNally
Announcements

Ministry Minute — Deb Lund

Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”...................ccccocoevennn. ELW 634

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,

yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression

and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises.
We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:
God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the

power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.



*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.
We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory.
Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your
divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem: “Ride On, King JESUS” .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiieieiiiie e Howard Helvey



First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6

L: Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says

the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them
away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings,
says the LoRD. Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands
where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be
fruitful and multiply. 1 will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and
they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 (Zechariah’s Prophecy)
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us,
to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Luke 23:33-43

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 3 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. *° And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen

one!” 3 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 3" and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 3 There was also an inscription
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” “° But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? ** And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,
but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come in your kingdom.” 3 He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon .................cccoooiiiiiiiiii i Rev. Becky Sells
YT 110 o T PP Rev. Becky Sells

Hymn of the Day: “O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us”............cccoocvviivevnnnnnnn. ELW 431
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*The Apostles’ Creed

L: Let us declare our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good news
of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways that
faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and renew
your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care
for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. Support
equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.



We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or
spirit, or sick. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names
and needs we lift up now...Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. Bring
us into authentic community where all ages are valued and experience God'’s
faithfulness together. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them faithfully until we
are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Intent of Giving/Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering
and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.



Communion Invitation

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not
perish, a taste of life eternal.

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion Music “‘We Gather Together” ..............coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeei, Weitkamp

Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions

with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*Benediction
P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the
Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you *+ and grant you a

faithful and courageous heart now and forever.

Amen.
10



*Sending Song: “Lift High the CrosSs”.........ov i, ELW 660

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” ...............cccoouoiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i Rumsey

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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