
1st Sunday of Christmas: Lessons & Carols 
December 28, 2025 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

 

 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Prelude 

Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Greeting 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:12-16 

Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which 

binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 

gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 

 

*Background and Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ............................. ELW 270 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
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 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

Background and Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”................................... ELW 279 

 

 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:13-23 

Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 

tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he 

sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. Then what had been 

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 

  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

  When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 

ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 

warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in 

a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 

fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

 

Background and Special Music: “Coventry Carol” ................................ arr. Jay Rouse 

Sung by the Novak family 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 

protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and 

adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

*Scripture Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

*Background and Hymn: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” .......................... ELW 288 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Scripture Reading: John 16:28-33 

I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world 

and am going to the Father.” 

  His disciples said, “Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech! 

Now we know that you know all things and do not need to have anyone question you; 

by this we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now 

believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one 

to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is 

with me. I have said this to you so that in me you may have peace. In the world you 

face persecution, but take courage: I have conquered the world!” 

 

Background and Hymn: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” .......................... ELW 282 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the 

abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do 

likewise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your 

love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what 

we have broken. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer 

alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your 

compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your 

hand. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names and 

needs we lift up now… Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered 

your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted 

Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, 

we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and 

protection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 

trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.   

Amen. 
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*Peace 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Background and Offering Hymn: “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” ............ ELW 284 

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 

www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

L: Let us pray.  

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends 

of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.  

Amen. 

 

 

Scripture Reading: 1 Chronicles 16:23-27 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 

 he is to be revered above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

 but the Lord made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him; 

 strength and joy are in his place. 

 

Background and Hymn: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ......................... ELW 275 
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*Responsive Reading: Psalm 98:4-9 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar and all that fills it, 

 the world and those who live in it. 

Let the floods clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing together for joy 

at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

 to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness 

 and the peoples with equity. 

 

*Background and Hymn: “Joy to the World!” ................................................. ELW 267 

 

 

*Benediction  

L: The triune God, glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, 

bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 

 

*Dismissal 

L: Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth. 

Christ the Savior is Born. Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude 
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Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 


