Baptism of Our Lord
January 11, 2026
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Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable
Introduction

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus
fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the
nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s

beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s
healing.

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!




Prelude “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”..............cccccovvvuienenn.. Thomerson/Glick
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell
*Gathering Song: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”..........cccooevviiviviiiieeennnnn. ELW 451

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Thanksgiving for Baptism

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ
faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with
your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem: “The Image of God”..........ccoiiiiiiiii e, Craig Courtney

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9

L: Here is my servant, whom | uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;

| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.

He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;

a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.

He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
| am the Lord; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
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| am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43

L: Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, “| need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said,
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon ..................cc..ooooiiiiiiiiiiii e Rev. Bob Oleson
SBIMNON Lo e e e e et e e e e Rev. Bob Oleson
Hymn of the Day: “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”...............cccouun.... ELW 445
*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession

L: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who
proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us
an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of
violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from
persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those
seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are
grieving or ill. We especially pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names
and needs we lift up now... Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve
Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers
and those who are homebound. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who
have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our
Savior.

Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.



Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your
praise: beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell, with every breath.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the waters, across the wilderness, by
night and day, out of exile, into the future. We give you thanks for your Son: at the
heart of human life, near to those who suffer, beside the sinner, among the poor, with
us now.

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering, upon this bread, within this cup,
among your people, throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Holy
God, for your mercy, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your Church, without end.
Amen.



*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table;
taste and see.

Lamb of God
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Communion

Communion Music “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service’................. arr. A. K. Organ
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*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Creator of our days and nights, we give you thanks for this gift of life. Increase our
faith and open our eyes that we might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love
and serve. Abide with us when we struggle and doubt and be our hope and highest joy,
until at last with all your saints we dwell in your unfailing Light.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your
love, *+ and give you peace this day and always.
Amen.

*Sending Song: ‘Remember and ReJOICE™.........cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiii e, ELW 454

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude “Voluntary in G”............oooeuuiii i Heron/Trevor

Unfailing Light Liturgy

By Marty Haugen & Susan Briehl

Words © 2004 by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers.
Music © 2004 by GIA Publications, Inc.

By Your Hand You Feed Your People

By Marty Haugen & Susan Briehl

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Music © 2004 by GIA Publications, Inc.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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