Ash Wednesday

Jebruary 18, 2026

Good Enough:

Embracing the Imperfections
of Life and Faith

Ash Wednesoay

"Perfectionism is impossible.
Transformation isn't."

Lord of Love Lutheran Church
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others.”

Worship 7:00 p.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses
* Indicates where congregation is invited to stand

Introduction

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and
repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At
the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism.
While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through
Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of
salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in
the world.
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WE GATHER
Prelude

Announcements

Lenten Theme Introduction

P: Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lent season, a time when we aspire to
make some room for deeper introspection and practices that will draw us into the love
and assurance of faith. But sometimes faith can feel not as assured as we hoped for.
We can feel “less than,” perceiving that others seem to be able to be “more faithful” in
their practices and beliefs. This Lent, rather than change for “the best,” we'll seek to
gain momentum one day at a time, “to reach for a faith that is never perfect, but good
enough.”

Theme Song: “Good Enough” by Marcia McFee, Marsha Moors-Charles, Chuck Bell
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*Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together,

Holy One, Merciful God,

make yourself known to us. Be present with us in this often troubled journey of
life. Create in us hearts that are open to transformation. Give us the patience of
practice in this Lent season—ordering our days with time enough for you.
Amen.



*Honest Questions, Compassionate Response

P: Jesus used the word “hypocrite” to describe those who put on airs in public to make
people believe that they were holy, that their religious practice was... well... perfect.
But their hearts were actually not in the practice, rather in the rewards that public
approval could bring them—which is here today, often gone tomorrow. Sometimes it is
life itself that robs us of the shiny, perfect life that we had planned for ourselves. A
diagnosis. A broken heart. A lost opportunity. What places in your life and faith could
you begin to loose from the chains of perfectionism? Let us take a moment of silent
reflection...

Silent Reflection

Hear this compassionate word from the prophet Isaiah:

“Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?...
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up
quickly.”

Know that already, God is offering us freedom from the bonds of perfectionism,
inviting us to break the yoke of what “should be” so that we might discover what “might
be” when we honor the small steps that are actually possible, in this moment, for this
one day.

And know, that despite our sometimes faltering steps, in the name of Jesus Christ, you
are being forgiven, even now.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God! Amen.
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WE PROCLAIM

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

L: We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain. For he says,

“At an acceptable time | have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation | have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors,
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit,
genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are
well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and
yet possessing everything.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation: “Change My Heart, O God”................cccvvvveinnnnnnn. ELW 801
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*Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to
be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly |
tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others.
Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so
that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Thoughts about an Imperfect Life and Faith ................................ Pastor Becky Sells
“Perfectionism is impossible. Transformation isn’t.”



Song: “That’s Enough for Me” by Barney E Warren, Marcia McFee and Chuck Bell v.1
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Ritual of Ashes and Turning Steps We Climb into Gardens



Imposition of Ashes Hymn: “Sing Out! We're Made of Common Dust”
*Sung to the tune: “Lord, Speak to Me, That | May Speak,” written by Robert Schumann, 1989, and
words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
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*P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God, have mercy on us. Forgive us all our sins through our Lord, Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, assure us of your unending grace, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of repentance, and
renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us in baptism. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every diverse
ecosystem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust, grant beauty and
purpose to each living thing. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly across the world. Give
all in authority the will to loose the bonds of injustice and let any who are oppressed go
free. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts are rent by grief, uphold any
who are sick, bring food to those who hunger, and give housing to all without shelter.
We especially pray for those on our prayer list and those we name in our hearts either
silently or aloud now... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another and to you. Strengthen our
resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in sharing, and quicken our prayer. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their treasure in heaven,
and for all who on earth proclaimed your abounding, steadfast love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



*The Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you!

C: And also with you!
Please share the peace of Christ with one another.

Please be seated.

Offering

All our special Lenten offerings will be split 50/50 to support Dana Village (local) and
ELCA Good Gifts (global). You can give electronically at www.lord-of-love.org, or place
your offering in the plate at the back of the sanctuary

Offertory Choir Anthem: “How Can It Be?”.................cccviviiiininn.n, arr. Lloyd Larson

*Offertory Prayer

P: O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and

forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P: Come as you are to feast at the Lord’s Table of God’s goodness and mercy.
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Communion

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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A Blessing For You to Take with You.

Each midweek worship will end with a blessing from Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie’s material.

“A Blessing Before a Fast.”
P: “Blessed are you, ready to open yourself to a new joy, a doorway that until
now has been hidden. In this culture of acquisition and gain, blessed are you
desiring fresh ears to hear what might be a bit too loud. Who take the next step
to turn it down a notch and make more space for God. Who discipline yourself,
with time, intention, and hope, anticipating God to show up in your discomfort.
Trusting that when we need God, God promises to be there.

God, give me courage, give me strength, give me hunger for you. Let this set
time of less be a chance for more of you. Let this fast be an entrance into the
discernment | desire, the divine presence |'m longing for, and the hope to will
what You will, oh God, to be who You've called me to be.”

*Benediction

P: And now, may the God who loves all of creation, especially the imperfect bits,
and Jesus, our companion along this crooked path called life,

and the Holy Spirit, who loves to improvise in surprising ways,

go with you, dwell among you, and give you joy.

Amen.

*Blessing for the Journey/Dismissal
P: God is still here and somehow,
This faith is good enough.

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God

Postlude

Change My Heart, O God

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Sing Out! We’re Made of Common Dust
Tune: Robert Schumann, 1839 ("Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak") (MIDI)

Text: Copyright © 2018 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com/

Now the Feast and Celebration Liturgy
Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

Materials from the Worship Design Studio fully-scripted Lent series, "Good Enough," used with permission. worshipdesignstudio.com

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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