
1st Sunday in Lent 
February 22, 2026 

 
 

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134 

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others” 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Bold type indicates Congregational responses. 

* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable 

Introduction 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten 
pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter 
Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal 
waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
 

 

Prelude “Motet and Royal Fanfare” ......................................................... Des Pres/King 

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you. 

Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME 

to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you. 

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always 

welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers. 
Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put 

their offering in the noise jar during the offering song. 
Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion 

server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white. 
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946. 
Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us! 
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Announcements 

Bell Choir “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” ..................................... arr. Tammy Waldrop 

Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Gathering Song: “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” ................................................. ELW 599 
 
*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:  
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:  
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,  
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:  
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin,  
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:  
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,  
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:  
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of 

God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day  

L: Let us pray. 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 

around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 

promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and 

restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Choir Anthem: “Ezekiel Saw the Wheel” ......................................... arr. Howard Helvey 
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First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

L: The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 

And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 

garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 

made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 

the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” But the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 

that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree 

was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 

some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and 

made loincloths for themselves. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19 

L: Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 

so death spread to all because all have sinned for sin was indeed in the world before 

the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to 

Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of 

the one who was to come. 

  But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 

trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one 

man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the gift is not like the effect of the one 

man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift 

following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, 

death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 

abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 

Jesus Christ. 

  Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 

of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as through the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the 

many will be made righteous. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
*Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. He fasted 

forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. The tempter came and 

said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.” But he answered, “It is written, 

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

  Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

  Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world and their glory, and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 

down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon ............................................................................. Rev. Becky Sells 

 

Sermon ............................................................................................... Rev. Becky Sells 
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Hymn of the Day: “When We Are Tested” ....................................................... ACS 922 

 
 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist 

temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this 

planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and 

gentleness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence 

with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to 

those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace 

to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. We 

especially pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift 

up now… Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, 

bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and 

for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.   

Amen. 
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*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share signs of peace with one another. 

Please be seated. 

 

Offering    

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at 

www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song. 

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song. 
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*Offertory Prayer 

P: Let us pray.  
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Words of Institution 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity 
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Communion Invitation 

P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion 
 
Distribution Music “Benediction” ...................................................................... Snelson 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 

P: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood 
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love 
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Benediction  

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:  
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy 

Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
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*Sending Song: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ............................................. ELW 504 

 

*Dismissal 

L: God is still here and somehow, 

This faith is good enough. 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Postlude “When I Think About Jesus” .................................................................. Himes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When We Are Tested 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional 

Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL, 60188. All rights reserved. 

 

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved. 


