— Good Enough:

Embracing the Imperfections
of Life and Faith

Palm Surnday

March 29, 2026
“We are a group project.”

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!

Prelude: “All Glory, Laud, and HONOI”..........ccoooiiiiiiiiieiiee e Teschner/Berry
Announcements
Bell Choir: “Simple GiftS” ... arr. Brenda Austin

Ringing of the Bell



Children’s Sermon ...................ccccoouiii it Rev. Becky Sells

*Gathering Song: “Prepare the Royal Highway”.............c.ccoiiiiiiinciieeeeeenn, ELW 264

I

|
’ = | | P d -~ d g ~
’~ -6:: - f & o ~—
| Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal King!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised King!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1s peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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*Honest Questions, Compassionate Response

P: Jesus orchestrated a low-budget parade into a city where he knew his days were
numbered. “Get me a colt,” he said. Not a steed. Not a float. A young, green donkey
(not the color, that's horse-speak for not-ridden-alot-yet). And folks gathered and his
friends started some liturgical shouting that ticked off the local priests. Life is hard and
we all need friends and sometimes big, loud, praying that will not be messed with. We
are created for interdependence. So all our hiding and pretending that we are “perfectly
fine” all on our own just won’t work. Get on the donkey when you need to and let
people lay down their cloaks for you and make some noise for you. ‘Cause you know
you'll do it for them too when the chips are down. What keeps you from connectedness
with others? Let us take a moment of silent reflection...

Silent Reflection

Hear this compassionate word from the Letter to the Philippians: “Let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus...”

Know that already, God is offering us freedom from isolation as we are called into the
kind of community Christ had in mind for all. We are invited to the audacity of
interdependence so that we might recognize love in its giving and receiving. And know,
that despite our sometimes faltering steps, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are
forgiven.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Hymn of Praise: “YOU Are HOIY .. ..o ELW 525
1%
T— I N | I

GE=EE==EE s ss S S ==

Youare ho - ly, you are whole. You are al - ways ev-er more
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than we ev - er un-der - stand. Youare al - ways at hand
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Bless-ed are youcom-ing near. Bless-ed are youcom-ing here
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to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead.
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Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!

*Prayer of the Day: Based on Psalm 118

L: Let us pray.

Holy One, God of Goodness, we call out to you at the Gates of Righteousness,
sometimes in praise, sometimes in distress—sometimes both at once. We long to
be in your house in the presence of beloveds, binding the festal procession with
branches. Open us this day to your love in and through the webs of our
relationships— and in the simple and good enough moments that fill our days.
Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

L: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he existed in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.

Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above
every other name, so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Choir Gospel Acclamation: “Shouts of Hosanna!”............cccccoooiiiiiiinnnnee, John Purifoy
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*Gospel: Luke 19:29-40

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring
it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.””

So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said,
“The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing their cloaks on
the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on
the road. Now as he was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all
the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” He answered, “| tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: “We are a group Project.” ..o iiiiiiiiiie e Rev. Becky Sells

Hymn of the Day: “Lord, What a Parade!”
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Lord, what a  par-ade! The crowd quick - ly grew; What noise they  all made in
They wel-comed you in, a con - quer-ing king, Yet what kind of reign would
Did those in that crowd ex-pect some-thing more than one who reached out in
Lord Je - sus, it's true - we give you glad praise, yet liv-ing for you will
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ove to the poor? Did they think a sa - vior with arm-ies was best, or
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san - na! Come save us!  God's reign___ has be - gun!"
crea - ture of peace  car - ried you___ on your way.
did the re - mem - ber: the peace - ful are blessed?

san - na! Come save us! Re - new__ us a - gain!



*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your
church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer
in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea,
and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your
saving love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they
act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus,
know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those
experiencing pain or loss this day We especially pray for those on our prayer list and
those whose names and needs we lift up to you now... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week.
Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed
who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another.
Please be seated.

Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming
in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity
we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.



*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
Communion Invitation

P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Lamb of God
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have mer-cy on us, havemer-cy on us, have mer - cy.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion

Distribution Music: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”..........ccccceeeeeennee, Doane/Carlson
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*Post-Communion Prayer

P: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*A Blessing by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie:
“A Blessing for When You Feel Lonely”

P: “Blessed are we who cry out,

‘God, | need a friend to share the simple unaffected joys that come,
the troubles unbidden, those too heavy to sustain...’

Blessed are we, opening our hands in readiness,

to risk intimacy, to receive the gift of friendship, and give it in return.”

*Benediction

P: And now, may the God who loves all of creation, especially the lonely bits,
and Jesus, our companion along this crooked path called life,

and the Holy Spirit, who loves to improvise in surprising ways,

go with you, dwell among you, and give you joy.

Amen.
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*Sending Song: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”..........cccooevevvviiieveiiieeeennnn. ELW 742
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum-bered with a load of care?
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Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rows share?

Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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*Dismissal

L: God is still here and somehow,
This faith is good enough.

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude: “Hosanna, Loud HOSANNA.........ooeiiii e arr. Pethel

Prepare the Royal Highway

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

You Are Holy

Text: Per Harling, b. 1948

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, administered by Augsburg Fortress in North America, South America, and Central
America, including the Caribbean.

Lord, What a Parade!

Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806
Text © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

All liturgy and leader parts Marcia McFee © www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough. “Good Enough” theme song is written by
Marsha Charles, Marcia McFee, Chuck Bell. “A Blessing for When You Feel Lonely” from Good Enough: 40 ish Devotionals for a
Life of Imperfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie. Used and adapted with permission of Worship Design Studio.

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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