5t Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable
Introduction

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to
share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to
proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to
the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!




Prelude: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”...........cccoooiii i, arr. Rodriguez
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell
*Gathering Song: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing".........cccooovviiviviiiieeeennnn. ELW 389

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

*Call to Worship: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

P: In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LoRD, God of truth.

My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”



*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Choir Anthem: “In the WhISperings”.........cccooveiiiiiieiiii e, Ruth Elaine Schram

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

L: Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “| see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out
of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God



Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

L: Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For
it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: John 14:1-14

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there
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you may be also. And you know the way to the place where | am going.” Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the

way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to
him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do
not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that
| am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of
the works themselves. Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the
Father. | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon.....................cccooeieiiiiiiii e Rev. Becky Sells
Y] 1 010 ] o [P Rev. Becky Sells
Hymn of the Day: “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”...........ccccooviviiniernnnnnnn. ELW 816

Holy Baptism for Gavin Jon Henderson

Presentation (from ELW, pg. 227)

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for
the life of the world.

P: Who presents this child for the sacrament of baptism?
Sponsors respond: We present Gavin Jon for baptism.

P: Gavin Jon, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to be baptized in Christ?
Gavin: | do.

Gavin, as you come to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live among God's faithful people,



to come the word of God and the holy supper,
to learn the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
to read the holy scriptures,
and nurture your life in faith and prayer, learning to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you intend to grow in the Christian faith and life in these ways?
Gavin responds: | do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture him in the Christian faith as you are empowered
by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with
the church?

Sponsors respond: We do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Gavin and pray for him in his new life in
Christ?
Assembly responds: We do.

Profession of Faith

| ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church,

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried,;

He descended into hell.

On the third day He rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving at The Font
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection
you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Baptism

Gavin Jon, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Wrap him in a prayer shawl.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

8



(Laying on of hands upon Gavin)

Sustain Gavin Jon with the gift of your Holy Spirit; the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Gavin Jon, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

Welcome
Candles are lit by liturgist.

L: Jesus said, let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. (Applause.)
We welcome you into the body of Christ

and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative

and redeeming word to all the world.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all
whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments
of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of
compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any
in need, and comfort those who are sick. We especially pray for those on our prayer list
and the names and needs of those we lift up to you now.... Instill caregivers and this
worshiping community with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. With thanksgiving and great joy, we thank you for
bringing Gavin into your fold and into the life and mission of this community today.
Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed
to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another. Please be seated.
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Offering
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray.

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set atable before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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*The Great Thanksgiving
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Lamb of God
l‘? N J_:-I J N ! — T
s p- : ! . N
% ® » P E—— o
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
A | T —
O} P R A L R o —
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
I‘g r— i —g ”-
S} . = )
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0
A — i |
——e— e
J \“‘*____—-—/

sin of the world,; grant us peace.

13



Communion
Distribution Music: “Morning Has Broken” ...........cccoooiiiiiiiii i arr. Keveren

*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another. The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. The God of all

grace F bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Sending Song: ‘1 Received the Living God”...........ccooeviiiiiiiiiiicciee e, ELW 477

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude: “All Creatures of Our God and King”..........ccccooevvviiiiiiiineeennnn. arr. Stan Pethel
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