6t Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable
Introduction

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates
with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own
selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s
invitation: “"Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we
find rest for our souls.

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!




Prelude: Day BY Day ... Ahnfelt/Hayes
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “Lord of All Hopefulness" ..........c.coviiiiiiiiiiiiee e, ELW 765

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.
Amen.



*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in

you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Special Music
Sicilienne, Op. 78 By Faure ...............cccuun.... Logan Dunlop, Cello/ Nolan Dunlop, Piano

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12

L: Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a

L: I do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very
thing | hate. Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in fact it is
no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. For | know that the good does not
dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand,
but not the ability. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what |
do. Now if I do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within
me.

So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.
For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but | see in my members another law
at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members.



Wretched person that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will | compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Christmas in July Collection Time ........cccccceevivvviiinnnnnn. Rev. Becky Sells
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: AUSTIN, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc., selahpub.com. All rights reserved.

*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and movements.
Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve
in the freedom of your rest. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war
and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its
declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future
generations. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have
become isolated or ill, or who are in any need. We especially pray for those on our
prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift up now.... God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free
us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities of
trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest (especially), we
thank you for the gifts of life together. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another. Please be seated.

Offering
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.
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*Offertory Prayer
P: Let us pray.

Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release
what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives
returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus
Christ. Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P : Taste and see that the Lord is good. All are welcome at the table of the Lord.

Lamb of God
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2. Lamb of God, you break the chains of ha-tred and fear;
3. Lamb of God, you are the way of jus-tice and peace:
4. Lamb of God, you are the way of mer-cy and love:
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Communion

Distribution Music: “Be Thou My ViSiON” .............cccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiiiaaeee, arr. Vogt
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*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious SKieS” ...........cccccccceeiiviiiiiiiiiiinennns ELW 888

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude: “God BleSS AMEIICA” .. .....oie e Berlin/Keveren

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, copyright © 2022 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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FAITH PARTERS ARTICLE — JULY

Chronic diseases are health conditions lasting one year or longer that require
ongoing medical attention, limit daily activities, or both. They typically develop
slowly, cannot be easily cured by medication, and require lifelong management.

A list of chronic diseases is:

e Arthritis

e Diabetes

e Heart disease

e Cancer

e COPD

e Alzheimer’s

e Parkinson’s disease

We will delve into some of these chronic disease over the next few weeks in July.
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