7t Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026

Lord of Love Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10405 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68134

“Celebrating and sharing God’s Love in a welcoming community of faith, while serving others”

Worship 9:00 a.m.
Bold type indicates Congregational responses.
* Congregation please stand as you are comfortable
Introduction

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

Welcome to Lord of Love! We are the body of Christ, and we are not whole without you.
Visitors: We’re so glad you’re here, and we’d love the opportunity to connect with you! Text WELCOME
to 402-493-2946 so we can follow up with you.

Nursery: The nursery (just off the Narthex) is open during worship. Please know that children are always
welcome in the Sanctuary for worship. Quiet toy bags are available from the ushers.

Offering: An offering plate is at the back of the Sanctuary, and gifts may be placed there. Children may put
their offering in the noise jar during the offering song.

Communion: Everyone is welcome at communion. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking a communion
server. In the communion trays, the wine is red and grape juice is white.

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, you can text PRAY to 402-493-2946.

Fellowship: Donuts and coffee are available in the Narthex after worship. Please join us!




Prelude: “I've Got Peace Like a River”..........ccccccccoeiiiviiiieeennnnnnn, arr. by Phillip Keveren
Announcements

Ringing of the Bell

*Gathering Song: “For the Fruit of All Creation”............ccoovvviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeenn ELW 679

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.
Amen.



*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

L: Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Special Music “When the Saints Go Marching In”......................... Shawn and the Guys

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

L: For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

L: Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death,
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.



But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. f the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they
were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have
ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person
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has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good sail,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Christmas in July Collection Time

Y= 1110 TS Rev. Martin Russell
Hymn of the Day: “We Plow the Fields and Scatter”...............ccccoeveiiiieennnnn.n. ELW 681
*The Apostles’ Creed

L: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

L: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate
the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the
world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for
all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season.
May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find
refreshment among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. We especially pray for those
on our prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift up now...God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

*Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share signs of peace with one another. Please be seated.



Offering

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate located in the back of the sanctuary or given electronically at
www.lord-of-love.org. Children may come forward to put their offering in the noise jar during this song.

Communion servers, please come forward during the offertory song.

Refrai
9 gt T —
LI J ) o & d J J)
J
As the grains of wheat once  scat-tered on the hill were
# ] i I ] | > T
& ) _i_d — " ——— : I
gath-ered in-to one to be-come our bread;  so may all your peo-ple from
# ——
Ll ] ?\ I Ir_f ] I
(gn) » mE e E— — — —
J -
all the ends of earth be  gath-ered in - to one in you.
# ' — [
N I -
s Bl ’ p- . p
7 ,) ‘ ——
1 As this cup of bless-ing 1s shared with-in  our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that 18 to come when
Refrain
49_#|1T|H !
(5 3* . — .
J o & ’
may we share the pres - ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

*Offertory Prayer
P: Let us pray.

Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release
what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives

returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus
Christ. Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
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*The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion Invitation
P : Taste and see that the Lord is good. All are welcome at the table of the Lord.

Lamb of God
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Communion

Distribution Music: “Nearer, My God, To Thee in the Secret”....arr. by Carol Tornquist
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*Post-Communion Prayer

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

*Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”...........cccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiieeine, ELW 512

*Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ringing of the Bell

Postlude: “We Plow The Fields, And Scatter”......................... arr. by Robert J. Hughes

Liturgical text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24833.

New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, copyright © 2022 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3067941 and One License No. A-732551. All rights reserved.
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FAITH PARTNERS ARTICLE

Chronic diseases — COPD
COPD is a progressive lung disease that damages the air sacs, making it
difficult to breathe. It primarily encompasses two main conditions:
emphysema and chronic bronchitis.
Symptoms:
. Shortness of breath: Often noticeable during physical activity.
. Chronic cough: A daily cough that often produces thick mucus.
. Wheezing: A whistling sound when breathing.
. Chesttightness: A feeling of heaviness or construction.
Causes or risk factors: smoking or irritants.
Diagnosis: Typically diagnosed using a breathing test called spirometry.
Treatment:
. Lifestyle changes: Quitting smoking is the most crucial step.
. Medications: Inhaled bronchodilators and steroids to open airways and
reduce inflammation.
. Therapies: Pulmonary rehabilitation programs to improve breathing
techniques and physical endurance.
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